Saint Michael the Archangel &
Saints Peter and Paul Byzantine
Catholic Churches

“I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except
Jesus Christ and him crucified.”1 Corinthians 2:2

Parish Office at:

156 Green St, Allentown, PA * 18102
Telephone ~ 610-432-6773*
Fax ~ 610-841-5176
Fr. Frank A. Hanincik ~ Pastor
Cantor ~ Mr. William Komnath

Liturgical Schedule for
The Week of April 16, 2017

Saturday April 15
Vigil~ Pascha

4:00 PM [P] For the people

Sunday April 16
Pascha~ The Great Day

9:30 AM [A] +Paul & Teresa Stockmal
by Lori Hunsicker and Family

Monday April 17
Bright Monday/ Solemn

7:00 PM [A] Special Intention

Saturday April 22
Vigil~ Thomas Sunday

4:00 PM [P] For the people

Sunday April 23
Thomas Sunday

10:00 AM [A] +William Parkinson by
Margaret Cebenko

Confessions:
Saturdays [P] 3:15-3:45 PM
Sundays: [A] 9:00-9:30 AM

and by appointment
Baptisms and Weddings:
See Father Frank

Ifyou are looking for a spiritual
home, please know you are
always welcome to be a part of
our Parish Family.
stmichaelallentown@ptd.net
byzcath.org/Allentown

Prayer List: In your kindness, please remember the
following persons in prayer: Carol Baran, John & Alicia
Sefcik, Shirley Balascak, Loretta Brosky, Antoinette
DeFronzo,Dolores Flannery, Theresa Pinto, Patrice Danyluk,
Hoyt Walter, Rosalie Walter, Kristin & Bobbie Di Giacomo &
family, The Mehalshick Family, Doris Smicker & family, Peter
Skimbo & Family, Nicholas Yackanicz, Josephine Wilk, Maryann
Wilk, Barry Hoffman, Chet Greene, Mary Maronich, Fatima
Eslami, Roger Susanin, Father Phillip Scott, Lois Brink, Gabriella
Yaskanich

There is no fasting during Bright Week, including Friday. Meat may be eaten on Friday.
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Catholic Quotes

“Faith in the resurrection of Jesus says that there is a
future for every human being; the cry for unending life
which is a part of the person is indeed answered...
God exists: that is the real message of Easter. Anyone
who even begins to grasp what this means also knows
what it means to be redeemed.” — Pope Benedict XVI

“Let the risen Jesus enter your life, welcome him as a
friend, with trust: He is life! If, up till now, you have kept
Him at a distance, step forward. He will receive you
with open arms. If you have been indifferent, take a
risk: you won'’t be disappointed. If following Him seems
difficult, don’t be afraid, trust Him, be confident that He
is close to you, He is with you and He will give you the
peace you are looking for and the strength to live as
He would have you do.” — Pope Francis

“Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are the
Easter people and hallelujah is our song.” — Pope Saint
John Paul Il

read his teaching, | consciously repeat, with all my heart
and being, what was said by those who were sent to arrest Christ but who returned to the Pharisees
without him: "No man ever spoke like this man" (Jn. 7:46). Therefore, what | know first of all is that
Christ’s teaching is alive, and that nothing on earth can be compared with it. And this teaching is about
him, about eternal life, about victory over death, about a love that conquers and overcomes death. | know
as well that in a life where everything seems so difficult and tiresome, the one constant that never
changes and never leaves is this inner awareness that Christ is with me. "l will not leave you as orphans,
| will come to You" (Jn. 14:18). And he does come and give the feeling of his presence through prayer,
through a thrill of soul, through a joy so incomprehensible, yet so very alive, through his mysterious, but
again so certain, presence in church during services and in sacraments. This living experience is always
growing, this knowledge, this awareness which becomes so obvious that Christ is here and that his word
has been fulfilled: whoever loves Me, "l will love him and manifest myself to him Jn. 14:21). And whether |
am in a crowd or alone, this certitude of his presence, this power of his word, this joy of faith in him
remains with me. This is the only answer and the only proof.

"Why do you seek the living among the dead? Why do you mourn the incorrupt amid corruption?" All
Christianity, therefore, is the experience of faith repeated again and again as if for the first time, through
its incarnation in rites, words, music, and colors. To the unbeliever, it may indeed seem like a mirage; he
hears only words, he sees only incomprehensible ceremonies, and he understands them only outwardly.
But for believers, all of this radiates from within, and not as proof of his faith, but as its result, as its life in
the world, in the soul, in history. Therefore, the darkness and sadness of Holy Friday is for us something
real, alive, contemporary; we can cry at the cross and experience everything that took place in that
triumph of evil, treachery, cowardice, and betrayal; we can contemplate the life-bearing tomb on Holy
Saturday with excitement and hope. And therefore, every year we can celebrate Easter, Pascha, the
Resurrection. For Easter is not the remembrance of an event in the past. It is the real encounter in
happiness and joy, with him whom our hearts long ago knew and encountered as the life and light of all
light. Easter night testifies that Christ is alive and with us, and that we are alive with him. The entire
celebration is an invitation to look at the world and life, and to behold the dawning of the mystical day of
the Kingdom of light. "Today the scent of Spring begins," sings the church, "and the new creation
exults..." It exults in faith, in love and in hope. Christ is risen! Father Alexander Schmemann



